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rocesses driving the observed sea level variability

the framework of the VANIMEDAT project we have described the main featul
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e first part of this presentation is devoted to highlight the main conclusions of VANI
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y negative values are due to a winter displacement of Atlantic high pressures
60s and the 1990s, a situation that reversed during the last decade.
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The two data sets have been combined in a reduced-space optimal interpolati
of the last decades:
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Main conclusions extractediiiopRy St eit t one for HyMeX, since it is directly related to the hydrological cycle. So
nd only for the last few years):

by models from altimetry data (from which the atmospheric component has

* The mean sea level trend (for the period 1945-2000) is of order 0.7 mm.
mml/yr for the period 1950-2000)

« Trends exhibit a significant inter-decadal variability: moderate rise (simi
trends during the period 1960 and 1994 (between -0.5 and -1.0 mm/yr) and
5 and 10 mmiyr).

« Trends also show large regional variability (e.g., the Aegean and the lonian

lower spatial resolution than the other sea-level components.

also be derived from hydrographic and altimetry data, but it has never been
in HyMeX are presented in the following.

modellers with an additional validation parameter. i) at intra-seasonal time scales the atmospheric forcing of sea level completely dominates
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